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CITY SEAL 

Meaning of the Official Seal of Ormoc City 

 

Upper Portion -      Symbol of the Cityôs Industrialization 

Left Portion - Depicts Tongonan Hot Springs National Park, major tourist 

attraction of the city. 

Right Portion  - Denotes the famous Leyte Landing on October 20, 1944,  

Battle of Ormoc Corridor (or Yamashita Line) in 1947, 

and the Liberation of Leyte. 
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HISTORY OF ORMOC 

400 years ago, in the depressed plains in the western part of the island of Leyte, there 
was a village called ñUgmokò. The place was large enough to sustain a large 
settlement of several families. Blessed with fertile soils, the natives called 
Kaugmokanos, labored and toiled the land, and produced a bountiful harvest.  

The early civilization had a well-developed system of living, with proofs of trade and 
commerce among Asian neighbors, even long before the Spanish explorers arrived.  

As years passed by, the lives of the natives began to change when Spaniards came 
in.  

Ugmok is the third Jesuit mission in Leyte, after Carigara and Dulag. The Jesuits 
arrived in May 1597 to spread Christianity. Converting the natives into Christians did 
not seem to be much of a problem to the early Jesuit priests. Many of the natives 
embraced Christianity and its practices in time.  

This rosy picture, however, was not without trials. In 1605, barely 8 years after the 
Jesuitôs evangelization of Ugmok, Moro pirates from at least three tribal groups from 
Mindanao started to pillage and constantly harassed the Christianized settlement.  

In 1768, the Jesuits went home and Augustinians took over the missions in Leyte. 
Ugmok then was just a visita under the parish of Palompon in 1778-1850, or a period 
of 72 years.  

Ugmok, or Ormoc, only became a separate parish on December 21, 1850, with Rev. 
Fr. Luciano Bibiano as the first curate.  

The name ORMOC, evidently, is the variation of the original name and came into use 
with the coming of the Spanish conquistadores and the migration of people from 
neighboring towns and islands to settle in its fertile plains. 

The last three decades of the 19th century saw commercial agriculture expanding in 
Leyte. Hemp or abaca was the islandôs most important export in 1870s. Ormoc was 
one of the main collection sites for hemp in Leyte, along with Tacloban, Carigara, 
Malitbog, and Palompon.  

The Yrastorzas and Aboitizes were 2 of the families of Spanish descent, together with 
the Tans of Chinese origins, who played big roles in the hemp trading industry.  

Some important infrastructures were also built during this period, like Puente de la 
Reina, an old stone bridge that people used to cross to get to the shore at Candalong. 
Since there was no pier yet on those years, boats would dock some hundred meters 
from the shore where they would be met by smaller bancas from Candalong. Another 
bridge, the Tulay de Perdon, was built by Capitan Municipal Segundo Esmero who 
was penalized by Spanish authorities for failing to meet the quota of tributos.  

Just like any place in the country, by the late 1800s, Ormoc also was a hotbed of 
revolutionaries seeking independence from the Spanish authorities. Faustino Ablen 
would become a fabled revolutionary leader, inspiring other locals to join the Pulahan 
Movement.  
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His daughter, Rosa, would later marry a Spaniard, Don Felipe Larrazabal, whose 
family would figure prominently in the growth of Ormoc after World War II.  

Modern Ormoc traces the roots of its progress from the sugar industry started by the 
Aboitiz family. The shift from abaca came in the 1920s after sugar was included in the 
list of products that enjoyed privileges in the US market, formalized under tariff 
agreements. The Ormoc Sugar Company (OSCO) sugar mill in Ipil was built in 1919. 
It was a golden age for the city, growing sugar, which was then a sunrise industry.  

The city continued to progress by leaps and bounds, immediately rebounding after it 
was almost leveled to the ground in World War II. While Leyte Landing is known as 
the start of the fall of the Japanese occupation, the last stand of the invaders was done 
in Ormoc, which saw the deadliest aerial and naval battle ever fought in the island. 
The war in Leyte officially ended in Ormoc City, on December 10, 1944, when the 
Japanese surrendered to the Allied Forces.   

Ormoc was a blazing inferno of bursting white phosphorus shells, burning houses, and 
exploding ammunition dumps after the shelling. But it quickly recovered.  

The Republic of the Philippines became a sovereign and independent nation on July 
4, 1946. Ormoc also became a city through Republic Act No. 179, authored by 
Congressman Domingo Veloso, and was approved on June 21, 1947. The first 
President of the Philippine Republic Manuel A. Roxas proclaimed Ormoc a City on 
September 4, 1947 and by virtue of Presidential Proclamation No. 42, Ormoc was 
formally inaugurated as a city on October 20, 1947, exactly three years after Leyte 
Landing. 

44 years later, Ormoc and its people would again be tested. A flashflood spawned by 
Typhoon Uring in November 5, 1991 brought death and destruction right in the middle 
of the city. An estimated 8,000 people lost their lives, and thousands of families were 
left homeless.  

With the help of humanitarian organizations, Ormoc City struggled to its feet. With the 
help of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), a Flood Mitigation Project 
was implemented, helping the local economy and more importantly, protecting the city 
from another deadly flood.  

In the mid-90ôs, Ormoc City would play an important role in the countryôs overcoming 
a national power crisis. The location of the worldôs second largest geothermal steam 
fields, it became the host to multinationals that came for Build-Operate-Transfer 
schemes with the government.  

The city would continue to progress. With its strategic geographical location that 
serves as a gateway to Eastern Visayas, more economic activities have taken place 
evident in the rapid growth of business establishments, financial institutions, and 
infrastructures.  

But its trials have not ended. On November 8, 2013, Ormoc would once face a 
challenge after super-typhoon Yolanda clobbered the city. However, Ormocanons 
refused to be cowed. While other areas experienced pillaging and riots for food, the 
ever-enduring Ormocanons banded together to help each other, in the meantime 
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waiting for outside help. Five days after the typhoon struck, the first restaurant opened 
to serve hot and hearty meals.  

Today, Ormoc City is a picture of steady progress and stability. From a small town with 
dirt roads and a few asphalt streets in the 1940s, Ormoc has metamorphosed into an 
expanding concrete jungle. Feast or famine, Ormoc will thrive. 
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A. MAPS 

 

Map 1. Ormoc City Geographical Location 
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Map 2. Ormoc City Political Boundary Map 
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Map 3. Ormoc City Zoning Map 
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Map 4. Ormoc City Topography Map 

 


